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Elphinstone was posted there. By this time, he had acquired a good
knowledge of languages, and had pleased General Wellesley1 by his valour
in war. He was then appointed Resident at Nagpur, where he pursued
his studies further. In 1809, Elphinstone was deputed to the court of the
Amir of Kabul. And since that time the British have been pampering the
Amir out of fear. Obsessed with the fear of an attack on India through
Kabul, the British Government spent money like water to ward off an
imaginary danger. It was because of the same fear that Elphinstone was
sent to Kabul to enter into an agreement with the Amir. But he had to
return empty-handed. Anyone else in Elphinstone's place would not have
taken interest in a task not assigned to him, and he could not have been
found fault with. The work that a man does out of love for it, without
caring for reward, is generally of a superior quality than that done merely
for wages. Such was the case with Elphinstone. What did it matter if
he could not checkmate the Amir of Kabul? He utilized his time in
other ways while in Afghanistan. He gathered plenty of information re-
garding places and people there and made it available for the benefit of
the British. And though he had to return unsuccessful from Afghanistan,
his reputation was enhanced. In 1811, Elphinstone was appointed Resident
at Poona. At the time the Pindaris2 were harassing the poor people; the
Scindia, the Holkar -and others were eager to attack the British. The
Peshwa of Poona was with the British, but he was very weak. Trimbakji,
his agent, was an intriguer. He had been imprisoned against the Peshwa's
will for his atrocious misdeeds. He escaped from prison and went into
hiding. Elphinstone came to know that the Peshwa himself was con-
spiring against the British. Though his means of defence were meagre,
Elphinstone was not unnerved. Even when he came to know of the
developments, he remained serene and unperturbed and no one knew
^ of the preparations he was making. At last, the Peshwa launched an open
' attack. His army fell on the British camp, but was routed by Elphinstone
with a handful of his men. Meanwhile, General Smith had come to his
rescue. Peshwa Bajirao was completely defeated, and the British annexed
Poona and pensioned off Bajirao. The famous Canning described
Elphinstone's gallantry at the time in these words: 'Elphinstone is a
civil officer. We do not expect our civil servants to show courage in
war. Our fighting men are always at their command. But Elphinstone
has proved during the war with the Peshwa that he is a soldier who
would shine among our soldiers. That he is foremost in civil work is
known to all. *
After the war with Bajirao was over, Elphinstone had the more diffi-
cult task of governing the people. The English rulers of the time cherished
very kind feelings for the people. Before introducing new laws, they used
to consider the kind of administration the people were accustomed to and
1 Afterwards, Duke of, Wellington
2 Mounted marauders during the 17th and 18th centuries